
Hepatitis A outbreak in a refugee shelter in Kiel, 
northern Germany
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Report of serologically confirmed Hepatitis A infections
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2023-02-23 / 2023-02-24 two reports of serologically confirmed hepatitis A 
infections on two consecutive days:
1. a middle-aged male refugee who was living with his family (family A with eight 

children) in a refugee shelter
2. a female person in her late fifties, volunteer helper at a daycare center/ afternoon

care
Result of investigation: there was a connection between the daycare center and the 
refugee shelter. 

Early hypothesis that one of the children was a possible excreter/ source of
infection



Infected persons and excretors in total
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• 2023-02-23 / 2023-02-24: 

two adults with (family A and volunteer helper) clinically apparent serologically confirmed HAV infection, 
hospital treatment required

• 2023-03-31:

three children (family A) positive for HAV RNA in stool, asymptomatic excretors, 

*2008 (9x103 copies/ml), *2020 (5.5x103 copies/ml), *2021 (4.7x103 copies/ml)

• 2023-04-6 / 2023-04-11:

two adolescents (family A and family B) with clinically apparent infection, upper abdominal pain and 
jaundice, one of them serologically confirmed, outpatients



what happened before
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Contact tracing
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Contact persons, risk assessment:
contact with possible risk of infection
A total of 100 people from the shelter and afternoon care were classified as 
close contact persons

Children who had contact with the volunteer helper attended a particular school 
class (German as a second language)
24 Pupils in the class, risk assessment:
Risk of infection possible, even if low

Sanitary facilities



Vaccination campaigns
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Vaccination
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20 people staff out of 48 got vaccinated
– significant vaccination gap



Hygiene measures
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contact persons: 
Ban on access for kindergartens and schools (legal 
regulation in the Infection Protection Act)
based on RKI recommendation
duration of ban on access depending on vaccination status 
(two weeks vs. 30 days)

Issue: 
In the meantime, HAV RNA has been detected in stool 
samples of the family's children (family A)

Can public health 
measures be based on 
HAV-RNA detection?



Hygiene measures
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official order:
Separate sanitary unit for the 
affected family

Switching the disinfection 
measures in the sanitary 
facilities to a virucidal
disinfectant from the Robert 
Koch Institute's list of 
disinfectants



Hygiene and vaccinations
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Hygiene and vaccinations
are complementary 
measures 
and 
cannot replace each 
other. 

Disinfection

Vaccination

Hand 
hygiene

Food 
preparation

ban on 
access, 

kindergarten/ 
school

Do both for prevention
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Lessons learnt

No information without trust

Do post-exposure vaccination as early as possible

Do not base public health measures on HAV RNA 
detection alone, 
Consider vaccination status and risk of transmission, act 
proportionately

Get the staff vaccinated
Prevention gap

Take 
home

Take 
home
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Thank you for listening!
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Information on image rights

Slide 3: google.com/ maps

Slide 6 and 9: Public Health Department of the State Capital Kiel

Slide 11: Hepatitis A, ECDC, https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/hepatitis-a
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